
I. Specifying the Competton

Prior to the compettono the Commitee mmst establish:

Entry reqmirements
Entry deadline.
Eligibility (e.g. age limito Handicap Index limito whether players mmst be amatemrs or professionals etc.) Entry procedmre 
(certain compettons may reqmire a formal entry applicaton o for otherso a sign-mp sheet in the clmbhomse is smfcient).
Form of play and fights
The Commitee mmst specify the form of play (i.e. individmal Stroke Play o Fomr-Ball Stroke Play o Fomr-Ball Match Play o 
Fomrsomes o Stableford o etc.). Additonallyo if the form of play is one not covered by the Rmles of Golfo e.g. a best-ball-of-
fomro or 'scrambleo' the Commitee mmst establisho in advanceo any special conditons which apply.
The method of setling tes mmst be specifed - see Rmles of Golf Appendix I; Part C ; Secton 11
for the USGA recommendaton on this mater.
In a fighted compettono each fight is considered to be a separate competton.
Schedmle
Nmmber of romnds to be played.
Dates of stpmlated romnds.
Rain dates (if applicable).
In a match play competton in which the players are responsible for establishing the date and tme of their match it is 
recommended that a tme of startng be set for the match and the players be permited to play the match ahead of 
schedmle. A tme of startng set by the player has the same statms as one set by the Commitee - see Decision 33-3/1.
The Commitee may allow players in stroke play to set their own tmes of startng as well - see Decision 33-3/3.
Handicapping Issmeso if applicable
Secton 9-2 of the USGA Handicap System Manmal discmsses which Handicap Index shomld be msed
Secton 9-3 of the USGA Handicap System Manmal discmsses the assignment of strokes and inclmdes the adjmstments for 
players competng from diferent sets of tees or men and women competng from the same sets of tees.

10. How to Decide Ties
In both match play and stroke playo a te can be an acceptable resmlt. Howevero when it is desired to 
have a sole winnero the Commitee has the amthorityo mnder Rmle 33-6o to determine how and when a 
te is decided. The decision shomld be pmblished in advance.
The USGA recommends:
“Match Play
A match that ends all sqmare shomld be played of hole by hole mntl one side wins a hole. The play-of 
shomld start on the hole where the match began. In a handicap matcho handicap strokes shomld be 
allowed as in the stpmlated romnd.

Stroke Play
(a) In the event of a te in a scratch stroke-play compettono a play-of is recommended. The play-of 
may be over 18 holes or a smaller nmmber of holes as specifed by the Commitee. If that is not 
feasible or there is stll a teo a hole-by-hole play-of is recommended.
(b) In the event of a te in a handicap stroke-play compettono a play-of with handicaps is 
recommended. The play-of may be over 18 holes or a smaller nmmber of holes as specifed by the 
Commitee. It is recommended that any smch play-of consist of at least three holes.  
In compettons where the handicap stroke allocaton table is not relevanto if the play-of is less than 
18 holeso the percentage of 18 holes played shomld be applied to the players’ handicaps to determine 
their play-of handicaps. Handicap stroke fractons of one half stroke or more shomld comnt as a fmll 
stroke and any lesser fracton shomld be disregarded. 



In compettons where the handicap stroke table is relevanto smch as fomr-ball stroke play and bogeyo 
par and Stableford compettonso handicap strokes shomld be taken as they were assigned for the 
competton msing the players’ respectve stroke allocaton table(s).

(c) If a play-of of any type is not feasibleo matching score cards is recommended. The method 
of matching cards shomld be annomnced in advance and shomld also provide what will happen 
if this procedmre does not prodmce a winner.
An acceptable method of matching cards is to determine the winner on the basis of the best 
score for the last nine holes. If the tying players have the same score for the last nineo 
determine the winner on the basis of the last six holeso last three holes and fnally the 18th 
hole. If this method is msed in a competton with a mmltple tee starto it is recommended that 
the “last nine holeso last six holeso etc.” is considered to be holes 10-18o 13-18o etc
For compettons where the handicap stroke table is not relevanto smch as individmal stroke 
playo if the last nineo last sixo last three holes scenario is msedo one-halfo one-thirdo one-sixtho 
etc. of the handicaps shomld be dedmcted from the score for those holes. 
In terms of the mse of fractons in smch dedmctonso the Commitee shomld act in accordance 
with the recommendatons of the relevant handicapping amthority.  In compettons where the
handicap stroke table is relevanto smch as fomr-ball stroke play and bogeyo par and Stableford 
compettonso handicap strokes shomld be taken as they were assigned for the compettono 
msing the players’ respectve stroke allocaton table(s).


